
AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD BREED HISTORY TIMELINE
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1492 : Christopher Columbus Expeditions. Basques on board. 
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1808 : First merino sheep imported to U.S. from Spain.

1830 - 1840 : Major expansion of Australia sheep grazing.

183
0s 

- 18
60s

: C
arli

st w
ars

, ec
ono

mic s
tag

nat
ion

, po
litic

al u
phe

ava
l fu

els
 Basq

ue 
em

igra
tion

.

1840s : Basque emigration to Argentina, Paraguay, Chile.

1849 : Gold discovered in California.
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1852: “Uncle Dick” Wooden drives 8,900 head of sheep from Taos, NM to Sacramento, CA. 
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1850s - 1860s : U.S. sheep and Basque shepherd migration follows the western mining centers to N.E. 

Nevada, S.E. Oregon, S.W. Idaho. 
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1869 : Completion of the transcontinental aids Basque immigration to the West.
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1873 : Basques cattle barons (from Argentina and the Pyrenees create the “Spanish Ranch” in Elko, NV.

Lat
e 1

890
s : 

Basq
ue 

she
phe

rds
 to 

Ida
ho.

189
9 : 

Phot
ogr

aph
 res

em
blin

g A
ust

rali
an 

Shep
her

d ta
ken

. La
ter 

pub
lish

ed 
in t

he 
Auss

ie T
imes.

1900 - 1930 : Basques immigraton peaks in the U.S. Largest immigration of shepherds to the U.S.

1870 - 1890 : Range wars in Texas and Arizona between Texas cattle ranchers and migrants Spanish shepherds.

1884 : Open range abolished.
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1924 : Earl Cotton buys two males Australian Shepherds imported from Australia.

1928 : Feedlot operator Noel W. Heard (Ashland, OR) gets his first Aussie from a customer.
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1924 : Roy Ritter (Nevada) breeding Australian Shepherds

1923 : Montana rancher Burt Vetier breeding Australian Shepherds
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1939 : Jay Sisler (Emmett, ID) gets his first Aussie.
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1947 : Gene Sisler (Jay’s brother) acquires foundation bitch, Blue.
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1950s : Steve Mansker’s (Turk) line is developed from Sisler dogs.

1949 : Fletcher Wood’s (CO) line starts with Wood’s Jay, a Sisler dog.
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1964 : J-Bar-D (Jerry & Sharon Rowe) and Colorado (Dick & Leslie Sorensen lines started.
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1950s : Casa de Carillo (CA), Bob and Jean Carillo lines started.
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1950s : Active breed development occurs in northern California, Oregon and Idaho and onto Colorado.
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1940s : Australian Shepherds seen/used in stock yards and feed lots.
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1955 : First reference of Australian Shepherds in Popular Dogs magazine.

9/3/1959 : First Aussie registered with ARF registry is Lady, owned by Don Breazeale (Modesto, CA).
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1957 : First Australian Shepherd Club of America (ASCA) meeting held in Tucson, AZ. From 1957 until 1968 

only a newsletter was published.

1958 : ASCA initially uses NSDR (IN) as registry. First ASCA dog registered is Hart’s Panda,March 22, 1958.
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July 1967 : Jay Sisler’s “John” on the cover of Dodge News magazine.

1968 : ASCA’s magazine, The Aussie Times is created.
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1975 : Merger of IASA and ASCA
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1986 : American Shepherd club formed and folds

197
4: F

irst
 ASCA Natio

nal
 Spec

ialt
y

May 1971 : ASCA 

May 1976 : Mexican Kennel Club recognizes the Australian Shepherd 

1979 : United Kennel Club recognizes the Australian Shepherd

1993: American Kennel Club recognizes the Australian Shepherd
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2001: The Kennel Club (Great Britain) recognizes the Australian Shepherd
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